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THE  PASSAGE  OF

Lichtenberg's Figures and Kundt's Dust Figures.

183] Very tangible differences between the discharges from

the positive and negative electrodes at ordinary pressures are

obtained if we allow the discharge from one or other of the

electrodes to pass on to a non-conducting plate covered with

some badly conducting powder. If, for example, we powder
a plate with a mixture of red minium and yellow sulphur and
then cause a discharge from a positively electrified point to pass
to the plate, the sulphur, which by friction against the minium
is negatively electrified, adheres to the positively electrified parts

of the plate, and will be found to be
arranged in a star-like form like that
represented in Tig. 77. If, on the
other hand, the discharge is taken
from a negatively electrified body
the appearance of the minium on
the plate is that represented in Fig.
78. These are* known as Liohten-
berg's figures; the positive ones are
larger than the negative.

If the electrodes are made of very
bad conductors, such as wood, there

Fig. 78.

is no difference between the positive and the negative figures.the negative before the
